
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF INDIANA

HAMMOND DIVISION

IN RE: ) 
) 

KENNETH L. CRENSHAW and ) CASE NO.  08-22540 JPK
TRACY L. CRENSHAW, ) Chapter 7

)
Debtors. )

ORDER FOR HEARING

On January 27, 2009, the debtors, by counsel, filed their “Forth (sic) Motion to Defer

Discharge of Debtors”.  The Motion was apparently filed pursuant to the authorization provided

by Fed.R.Bankr.P. 1007(c), which allows the court to extend the deadline for filing of a

statement of completion of a course concerning personal financial management:  unless the

court “in its discretion” enlarges the time, the foregoing statement is to be filed within sixty (60)

days after the first date set for the § 341 meeting; Order Amending Interim Bankruptcy Rule

1007(c), dated April 17, 2006.  In this case, the foregoing statement was originally due on

October 27, 2008.  The court has granted three extensions of time for the filing of the required

document, the last of which was effected by order entered on December 30, 2008.  

The court has noted a very disconcerting trend with respect to requests for deferral of

the entry of discharge in order to extend the time for debtors to complete the course concerning

personal financial management required by 11 U.S.C. § 727(a)(11).  The requests for extension

typically contain a justification of no more than that the debtors “have still been unable to

complete their Debtor Education Course”.  No explanation as to why the debtors have been

unable to complete the course, any attempts they have made to do so, or any other justification

whatsoever apart from the foregoing is ever stated in motions of this nature.  It is time that the

court addressed this mushrooming extension motion practice by making clear to the bankruptcy

bar and to the principal practioners of this form of motion practice, that any extension of time

must specify adequate grounds for its approval, and that absent extraordinary circumstances,



no more than one thirty-day extension of time for the purposes expressed in the foregoing

Motion will be granted.  

The court notes that it has denied a further request for extension of time filed on

January 27, 2009 by separate order.  

IT IS ORDERED that a hearing will be held on March 16, 2009, at 1:00 P.M. to address

the manner in which the court will respond to motions of the nature outlined above.  

Dated at Hammond, Indiana on February 18, 2009.  

/s/ J. Philip Klingeberger            
J. Philip Klingeberger, Judge
United States Bankruptcy Court

Distribution: 
Debtors, Attorney for Debtors
Trustee, US Trustee


