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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF INDIANA

FORT WAYNE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF: )
)

PATRICK TODD JORDAN ) CASE NO. 05-16382
)
)

Debtor )

DECISION

At Fort Wayne, Indiana, on May 24, 2007.

In this chapter 7 case, the trustee has filed a motion asking the court to amend its order of

May 4, 2007, which granted the trustee’s motion to sell a motor vehicle.  The trustee seeks an

amended order because of the Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles’ response to the court’s original

order.  First, the BMV would like to see a vehicle identification number on the order authorizing the

trustee’s sale.  Secondly, the trustee reports that the Bureau of Motor Vehicles is disinclined to give

credence to an order which bears the court’s electronic signature and it would like to see one that has

been physically signed in ink.  

As for the first part of this request, the court has no problems accommodating the trustee and

it will issue an amended order bearing the appropriate VIN number.  As to the second, the court must

report that it is disinclined to accede to the BMV’s request that the court’s order be manually signed.

Neither does the court fully understand that request.  Even if the court would manually sign the

amended order, that document would then be scanned into the court’s electronic filing system and

electronically transmitted to the trustee through the ECF system.  As a result, the trustee would have

only a copy of the order and a copy of the court’s signature.  In an era of sophisticated copy
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machines, and with years worth of this judge’s signature (both manually signed and stamped) rooting

around on orders and notices in pre-ECF cases, it would be just as easy for someone to

“manufacturer” an order with such a signature as it would be to do so using the court’s electronic

signature.  If the BMV is not willing to accept such an order or a certified copy of such an order, the

trustee will have to explore the possibility of other remedies.  

Trustee’s motion to amend the court’s order of May 4, 2007, will be granted in part.

    /s/ Robert E. Grant                            
Judge, United States Bankruptcy Court
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